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To the vertuous and Right VVor- 


ſ{hipfull the Lady Deboe, wifeto 
Sir Thomas Delves Knight 


and Baronet in Cheſhire, 
MADAM, 
EF; Heworld hath brey dead to me of late, I 


i A wiſh I were as dead to it. 1t is hard he 
A}! make or keep afriendin adverſity : and 

| innocency is no protettion ;it rather ex- 
IS poſeth nuts as But T intend not to 

write ſaryres, nor 10 trouble your Ladyſhip with any te- 

dious or wnacceptable diſcourſe. ire fm comets. ſelf 

and cauſe to him, yd Cf diets jute 

other my worthy friends, whoſe So ry had influ_ 

ence upon me, 1 fly unto = ſelf lang protetion, hum 

bly i you 10 accept of my e and ſervi ce 

whilſt according to my ingagements 1 4 ever remain 


Your Ladyſhips in all 


hmuble obſe rvance, 


Hanzar Marsra3r30N, 
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| © Hz». 13.18. 
For we truſt we have a good conſcience,in all things wil- 
ling to live honeſtly . 


= Aint Paul ( for himwee'le ſuppoſe with al! 
/ x, Dl: # the Greek Fathers, and Saint A Ine, 
IG Ambroſe and Gregory among the Latine, 
get 7 to be the authour of this Epiſtle ) know- 
we ing prayer to be the golden key that un- 
@ locketh the cabinet both of carthly and 
heavenly bleſſings, in theſe words uſerh an argument or 
reaſon to move the Hebrews to remember him in their . 
ers, and that fs his confidence upon good ground that 
a good conſcience ; For we truft we have « good con- 
ſeler 81, 1n all =_ willing to live honeſtly. 

Which words withour any rack or violence offer them- 
ſelves to this diviſion:firſt, The Apoſtles confident perſwaſi- 
on, we truſt : ſecondly, the ObjeR of it, that we have 4 good | 
conſcience : thirdly, the foundation or ground upon which 
this edifice of rruſt which towers up. to heaven is built, 
and that is in theſe words, in 4{ things willing to live ho- 
neftly. Which werds arenot referred to the predicate good 
£0x[cience, as though they* were a bare deſcriptionthereof, 
or 2 difference to diſtinguiſh what kind of good conſci- 
encethe apoſtle means, and to be read thus, Wetruſt we 
havea good conſcience, or a good heart, which is willing 
inall thingstolive honeſtly ; or not able to fulfill the law 
of God as «x485; propounded unto Adam, bur yet willing 
to perform Evangelicall obedience, and in all things to 
live honeſtly : but they are referred to the ſabjeR, we, 
is 2271 19s Horns, andare to beread thus, We, willing 
in all things to live honeſtly, truſt we have a good conſci- 
ence, -And ſo they note unto ns nat barely the objeR of 
Nstruſt, but the ground thereof. And then the reaſoning 

\ © » A 3 TaneeStY) ſtands 


ſtands thus. Firſt, TONY. Fe to 


h 
. If I havea good — oy yau are 
a teriati relation me,. nat onely as a 
man but as a believer : "but 1 baye a good conſcience, 
Therefore pray for me. Secondly, 'To pa 7 he 


reaſons thus, He that. is careful at) wall things to 
Iivehoneſtſy, he hath a good conſcience, or he may becon- 
fident that he hath a —_ conſcience : but Tam willing in 
all chingsta live boneſtly. Thenefare I truſt I have a good 
conſcience. 

Toomit the coherence of theſe words with the former, 
noted unto us in the canjunRian Fer, and toconſider them 
abfalutely, and in themſelves, affard theſe three: pro- 
oone: firt, From the abje& of S*.. Pauls trufk. for that 
1s in nature before the a& converſant abaut ity Thas Se, paul 
hada good canſcience : ſe hy ns np the a@ converſanc 
about this obje, That $1. Paul was confidently perſwa- 
dcd that he had a good canſcience:thirdly, That be was per- 
en rent _ dh onene was cazefull ang wil- 


" H, Fg Fos theſe words, we 


bave a 227 eyes, conſcience, read in — number, 
are to be underſtaod appeareth by the 
context, And I Ciſach ya amr ants foto 
do, that I may bereſtored to you mare quickly. 

and here nas bi the ear may take notice of $, Pauls 
pn Yoo oe to ſpeak _ 
tour u w mt t 
hareneto hw ſpake of me aches, anctie,ulththe 

ir On, 481 £0 » hot 
2. Cor. ba. ſometimes the plurall rm: ny as aſhamed to 
appropriate that praiſe to himſelf, which indecd belong- 
ethunto bim. A good example. for them ta think pode rs 
whofe vainglorious mouths are wont torrampet 
own praiſes, whillt they forget that of the Greek Come- 
Gian, Kerns rang ir «YM aT1Ogr, nothing is more Lamentabla 
then vain glery ; or that. of Chryſoſtome, Homil.4. 1; 
cap. Marth. Si glorificari cupis, Hines, deſpice, & _ 
omnibus 


| ; | 
—CEE SITS 
K a yore. ro 

generall, and the 


open the naturcof conſcience in 
as 8& offrces thereof: ſecondly 
rhe nature of good conſcience,and rhe ſeyeralllinds there- 
of : thirdly, to ſhew what kind of good conſcience SF. 
paul meamerh, when he faith, wr ir»#? we bave a good con- 
Crence. 
go Whatconſtience is. Conſcience rs a part of the pra- 
Qicall ne, in all reafonadle cremtares, applying 
their ations to ſome rule, which it coneriverh cobe the 
Law of God, ad derverminingeither withthem, or againſt 
them. 
_ de4214 pers < not that the underſtanding hath parts pro- 
perly, it being one fimple and undivided facntry, bat by 
way of analogy in of divers objettsand ations : 
And1 Wn prom egy thatirisa naturall power, or 
| we rogether with the foul, and inſeparable 
_ it,and normact or a habit or any thing that may be 


Soconitity, It * a part of the maderſtunding, rot of the will 
or affetions. For hawever fome effctts rhere are in the 
will, and affection, which 


, con- 
ſcience remotely, in reſpe& of that influence, which the 
underſtanding burh »ffefons ; 


Thirdly, i © part 
cauſe comrerfaar abour 


of the preffiral{ wanker flanding ; be- 
ation, aboutthings Cores tobe 
dune, ndnorubout mere Br 
Fourthly, #*» a/ ereaewrer 1 to let you ſeethe 
proper ſabje&of conſcience. Fot firſtevery onethar bath 
parece makattiowctirral which requirth ſcour 
| which requiteth diſcourſe. 
amd cherefare _—_—_— : no life, or having life that 
hayc not reaſon, be 


tohave conſcience. Se- 
condly, 


» ___ 4 


God the treatour of all 

ring no ſaperiour to ea lawupon him, and 
poſequently none that. hath either 'Tight dt power toin- 
fi& any puniſhment, cannot be ſaid properly to have a 


| 4 
condly it muſt be a creature. For 


_ conſcience; yet, we may ,conceive ſome analogy betwixt 


ſame _aRs of his underftanding, and the ng afts: of 
conſcience properly ſo call-d: For there being in him an 
eternall law orrule, which he hath purpoſed from eterni-. 
ty inall his works of creation to obſerve, his underſtand- 
ing may refleR upon the works of his hands, compare them 
with this rule, and judge them conformable-thereunto. 
Thus God ſaw every thing that he had made; and behold ir 
was exceeding good, Gen, 1.thar is very artificiall, agree- 
able to that idea, which God, the moſt skilfull workman, 
before the beginning had ſer down for himſelf to do all 
things by. Nor onely doth the underſtanding' of -God re- 
fle&ing upon his ations j of that artificiall bonity 
which is in them, but alſo of the merall: Fortherebeing 
certain generall praRticall notions of good and evilnatu- 
rally ſeated in the underſtanding of God, according to 
which his will, the fountain of aRion, is moved ( for his 
will isnot, properly to ſpeak; the rule of it ſelf, but is gui- 
ded by counſel) his underſtanding nay refle& upon the mo- 
rall a&s'of his will, compare them with their rule, and ac- 


cordingly judge them juft and ge prog ing an ap- 
provieg fentoen hn much arialogy 
CAE ame ey 
: Third ly, In at reaſonable creatuyes : becanſe it is impoſ- 


ron, \y A avgupionrpreemsyer aro 
cience, it a 3 an 

ſcem to have loſt ic they have onely loſt the uſe thereof 
as a mad man, or a drunken man bath loſt the uſe of reaſon, 
and that bur for a time. For Ged will one gay awake thoſe 


conſciences that were here alleep, Mi mouths to thoſe 


thathere were dumbe; fo that. they: ly 


ceaſe to ſpeak, judgement, hoxrour, car 
the condemning Ln of: 5 


5 
remain like letters written with the juice of Oranges to 
be made legible by the fire of Gods wrath, 

Fourthly, Applying their attions to ſome rule: Here we 
have the proper at of conſcience, together withthe ob- 
jeRtof it, Where firſt we are to underſtand morall aRions, 
not ſuch as are merely narurall : For theſe latter cannor 
be comprehended in the object of conſcience, none being 
ever ſo mad as to think there was cither virtue or vice in 
them, they being the actions not of us, bur of nature in us; 
and conſequently conſcience cannot to ſpeak properly 
eicher excuſe or accuſe us for them. Indeed it may tellus 
we havenot doneill in them,becauſethey areneither good 
nor bad ; bat this is not properly to excufe : for toexcuſe 
properly is to judge that a man hath done well and vir- 
tuouſly, cither in a voluntary chooſing of ſome good, 
which he had power to have refuſed, or in a voluntary re- 
fuſing ſome evil, which he might have choſen, 

Secondly,» weareto take ation not ſtrictly, for exter- 
nall morall a&ion onely; bur largely, as it comprehendeth 
both words and thoughts. For though mans law extend no 
further then the outward man ( Hominum leges non nifs ex- 
ternam honeftatom yequirunt, nec penetrant {que ad inter- 
num cor Of animum ; ratio oft, quia neque corda vident legiſ- 
Jatores, nec ipſorum- providentia extenditur ultra civilitatem 
extern«m) yet Gods Law, which is therule of conſcience, 
is 4 diſcerner of-the thoughts, and intents of the heart, 
Heb. 4. 12. And therefore the Pſalmiſt calleth it a per- 
fet law converting the ſoul, Pſal. rg. / 

Thirdly, all omiſſion of morall ation is hither to be 
referred, whether it be dire} or indivref#? volita , whe- 
ther it be a ve/le' non agere, or a non velle agere when we 
may and oughr. For conſcience beareth witnefſe of our 
omiſſion as well as of our commiſſion, of our not doing as 
well as of cur doing. 

Fourthly, heir aFZjons : for theobjeRt of conſcience is 
our own" ations. For conſcience is a'power that the ſoul 
hath torefle&t uponit ſelf, and ro judge ir ſelf: And there- 
fore nov others BEE he ſo farre as they the 
3H <Y c 


0 -- 
- 


—, 


mole ours, either by imputation grounded upon nature, as 
be ear bene ewe yn 

the perm cit y mn 
or privatively by not hindring them when we ſhould and 
might; in this ſenſe that ſaying of S* Gregory is trac, 
Dui non corrigit reſecands, My cy de opp ele 


ſame ſenſe cnather yen <e me my other 
mens ſinnes. —_— —_—_— others, which we 
Meno waycs guilcie of, ag pms. gietos ele end 
ſcience, and mult be objes coo, if we ſee and 


ms them, yet they need not ellen ccatle cur com> 


Fifthly, Which it conceiveth te be the law of God. Theſe 
a ryan pnpe wma he I, tym rn} -ge? 
neceſſarily required to the gencrall nature 
conſcience, that the thing we make conſcience of ſhould 
be truly commanded ; ic is ſafficient if conſcience appre- 


bltiobels —_ De Fob 
5 pckdan Lqure/ yr pays 


| hereunto by 4 vc. and.reall command... 2. Be- 

cit is not neceſſary that'the petty commandingor gt> 
Fnghelaw ond be ly dnt God. it #8 ſuffici- 
ent to the generall working ofconſcience,that conſcience 
conceive him ſo. And ang erm ek 


them, and .in them. .V. WOES 
thizia one plate of his 
| Su/penſi E 
CMittimus : i/que 
$ 


rw waenly Phats 


- > wt EE lng p 
Obſtupnere 
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7 
I——_ 7 aquany pev inia oueurris = 
4 tremor, 4 parent, poſcar Apollo; 
But it is ne that conſcience conceive both —_ 
mand to be and the party commanding to be truly 
God, elſe it cannot bind as to obey the command, or to 
fear the commander, For God onely, who is creatour of 
conſcience, harh this priviledge to bind conſcience: And 
none can give thus ſuabſeRion to any, butto ſuch aone as 
he apprehendeth tobe more then a creature. And there- 
fore the Heathen were wont te call rhoſe that were ſent 
ro inquire of their oracles Owe}, am? 77 w3ds ©xdy ipevary of 
3 very, vel ex Oihs  dya, quaſi Dei curam gerenter, and 
the- ſhips wherein they were {cnt, ©:«pi/c, and their ſa- 
crifices, Ovwgias, 

And if any objeRt and ſay, That we arcand oughtto 
be obedient rothe laws of men for conſcience ſake, Rom. 
13.5. And therefore humane laws bind conſcience, I 
anſwer, That humanelaws bind not conſcienee properly 
by inherent virtue in themſelves, bur by virtue of the ge- 
nerall law of God, which commandeth ebedienceunto 
men ; as water may burn or ſcald, not by any naturall qua- 
lity from it ſelf, but by heat received from fire : and a 
breach is made in conſcience, not ſimply becauſe mans 
taw is negleted, but becauſe Gods law is broken. For, 
. CO reſiſteth the power reſifeth the ordinance of God, 

OM, 13, 2. 

Laſtly Determining either with them, or againſt them, 
which is another at of conſcienge, and that is, after ap= 
— of our ations to their rule, to judge of their con- 

ity of difformity thereunto. 

But for the better re We ms ny + ——_ 
with me theſe diſtin as, and of conſcience. 

Firſt, roknow and keep the law and rule which a man 
thinketh himſelf bound to obſerve : and conſcience in this 
reſpeR is called ovrnignos. 

Secondly, To take notice of a mans ations : before they 
are done to conſider what he is about to do, after, to re- 
member and bear witneſſe of on upen occafion, judging 

2 fy 
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ofthe entity and cxiſhence of the aRion, as whether done 
or not done, whether with ſuch and ſuch circumſtances,or 


Thirdly, To apply the aRion to therule, and compare 


. theſe two together; which a& iscalled ovyeidvs:s, and from 


it conſcience in the Schoolmans opinion hath its name,be- 
cauſe it is a knowing of the ation together with the rule, 
or an applying of theſe two bis b 

Fourthly,To judge of the quality of the ation according 
tothe rule, or of its ing or di ing to the ſame; 
and this a is called xyiors, the laſt and perfeRteſt aR of 


| reaſon , or of conſcience. And becauſe every law con- 


taineth rwo things. 1. A command of obedience : 2. A 
threatning of puniſhment in caſe obedience be not perfor- 
med : Firſt conſcience judgeth whether the command be 
kept or tranſgreſſed, and conſequently whether the ation 
for quality be good or evil, which is to excuſe or accuſe : 
Secondly, Ic judgeth of the guilt and deſert, whether the 
puniſhment threatned belong to the agent for this ation 
or not, and ſo abſolveth or condemneth. 

Theſe are the intrinſecall a&s of conſcience, which flow 
immediately from it;but by reaſon of that influence which 
the underſtanding hath upon the affeRions, there is a fife 
ac of conſcience which is to comfort and torment in re- 
ſpe of good and bad ations palt ; to on, to bridle 
and reſtrain in reſpe& of good and bad ations to come : 
which it doth by ſtirring up thoſe foure principall affeRi- 
ons of the ſoul, as Aquinas calleth them, viz, Joy and 
Sorrow, Hope and Fear;dut this is butan extrinſecall efet 
of conſcience, as I have already ſhewed. All this is done 
by a praaicall ſyllogiſme thus, m—m— 

Every one that committeth muyder tranſgre(ſeth the law 
of God, and deſerveth everlaſting damnation: But, ſaith the 
conſcience of him that is guiltic, / have committed ſuch an 
att, at ſuch a time, in ſuch a place, which is murder : There- 

fore 1 have tranſgreſſed the law of God,ehc. 

He that commuteth murder tranſgreſſeth the law of God, 
and deſerveth everlaſting damnation : there is the firſt aa of 

Ccon- 


F *; 9 | 
conſcience, viz. knowledge of the command, and of the 


ment due to the tranſgreſſion of it. Bur Z have com- 
mitted ſuch aw aft, in ſuch 4 place, at ſuch « time ; there is the 
ſecond aR of conſcience, which isro remember and bear 
witneſſeof a mans ations, whether done, or not done, 
whether with ſach and- ſuch circumſtances or withour: 
Which #4 murder : there is the third a&, application of the 
ynney knowledge to this particular ation, Therefore I 
ave tranſgrdfſſed the law of God : there is accuſation ; «nd 
deſerved everlaſting dammation; there is ſentence of condem- 
nation. And upon this ſentence in the underſtanding, fol- 
loweth fear and terrour in the affeAions. And thus much 
for the explication of the generall nacure of conſcience, 
and the ſeverall ats and offices thereof, 

_ Thenext thing chat Iam to infiſt upon, is the nature of 
good conſcience, and the ſeverall kinds thereof. Conſci- 
ence thus deſcribed is cither good or bad: A good conſci- 
ence is ſuch a one as is conformable to that rule, by which 
it ought to be guided; A bad one, is fuch a one as wants 
conformity thereunto. Both may be diſtinguiſhed according 
to their  ſeverall ſubjeRs, into the good and bad conſcience 
of men, and of Angels. 

Mans conſcience ( for that onely we are to ſpeak of 
now ) is good when conformable tothe will of God re- 
vealedin the Scriptures. New becauſe the Scripture bath 


wo _ anſwering to the twofold eſtate of man before 
and 


the fall, viz. the Law and the Goſpel, hence ir 

cometh to paſſe that good conſcience is twofold; either Le- 
gally good, which hath that perfeRtion which the law re- 
quirech;or Evangelically which hath that perfeRion 
which the Goſpel a unto ſalvation : Of the former: 
ſort wasthe- conſcience of Adam before bis fall ; of the 
latter ſort was the conſcience of Adam after his repen- 
tance. I might be large in ſhewing the difference, bertwixt 
theſe two kinds of good contcience; but I haſte. This latter 
may again be diſtinguiſhed into an upright conſcience, and 
a ble conſcience. An upright conſcience is a con- 
ſcicacc ſprinkled with the blood of Chriſt, or, a conſcience 
B 3 purified 
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- n= 


pn 


| Fit, That itbe well principled, and 

meaſure Gods commandments, accounting | 
by which all ation is ro be gnided. A ro 
Plat. 119. verſ. 105 . Thy wy feet, 


light unto _—= Forms it ng of conc y tare have 


1 is co be-ſerved, Chr eg be 
[| to God muſt believa that be &, aud that be is @ rowardep of chew 
| that hor rept ſeek, bim, Heb. 11. 6. hence it cometh to 
Gfatarienymerendnt the fundamencall poiats 
of faith,at teaſt generall and confuſed,is neceſſarily FRgnens 


practicall 


| Secondly, As the ſecond ag of conſcience in generall 
was to take notice of a mans aions, (o it is required in 
the ſecond torhe nature of an upright cenſeience , 
a godly ſolicitude and fear to offend Sod, it 
obſerve a mans carriage, and take notice of his a&ions; 
that i before his a&ions what he is about to do, 
that it remember and bear witneſſe afterward what he 
hath done, thact ſo they may be applyed to their rule: and 
this is aZso- intelloihs 14 4 voluntace. And therefore 
thoſe men that out © namratbires th of memory, or 
becauſe of ſome ex linary ton that ſome noto= 
SI _ ould tor my 

wW et 

coun] aroſe thatout of carnall ſecu- 


the foundation of that 


———— — 
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bed him him to ors wi 


hole menwhoſe conſciences put- then not upon the pra» 


Rice 


bar evowmnurviy x4 


repent. Of the former we bave 
oſepb,whbo when his Miſirefle t 
— aa, conſented not im 
unto her, but eutof a godly. ſolicitude and fear to offend 
God, applyeth the agion to the law of God, and upon im- 
pore eating 6 finding-it to be unlawful, returnerh 
anſwer, Hew! /ba{{1-do thif great wicksdneſſe, and 
fone ot gainſt uy the latter we have. an example 
Propher : "i Plalm. 119, 59. Tt on 
waver, and turned my feet to thy teſtimonies, > wx 4 
of this impartiall application, as it is the cauſe of mens ly- 
gun are without repentance, ſoit is the, cauſe of their 
fall into finne. - Hog" nos, paſtes fates, qnadineme vitew 


ſnam reſpicit, ſaich Seneca, 

For upon lll appieaion neceſlaril followeth 
the fourth aRt of an upright conſcience, which is the.con- 
cluſion of the former, atypnoaes trowit, a.true-and fincere 
cath commandment. 


things 

in m rext, For 
net 2 bare v ab meth voy tr inf on 
he came to particulars put bim upon aign- Angtherefore 


13 
Rice of good, nor reſtrain them effeaually from evil ; bur 
ſufferthem to live in the wilfull omiſſion of good, or com 
miſſion of evil, havenot integritie of conſcience. 

If the a&jonbe paſt, and bad for quality, then the judge- 
ment of an upright conſcience is to accuſe and condemae, 
that is, to judge the ſinne worthy damnation : And the ef- 
fe of this is grief and ſorrow, not onely for the puniſh- 
ment we have made our ſelves obnoxious to, but for the fin 
it ſelf. and therefore ſeared conſciences, which never faite 
men for their (ins;and ſecure conſciences, which do it but 
ſometimes, and for groſſer finnes ; and on the other fide 
wicked tormenting conſciences, which cauſe grief onely 
for the puniſhment and not for the offence (ſuch as was 
Cain's, My fine is greater then 1 can bear) theſe kinds of 
conſciences are not upright. 

But if the ation paſt be good for matter and manner, 
a tines ren re YO I, 
that is, to pronounce it ſuch as is well pleaſed with, 
and doth accept to ſalvation in Chriſt : And the effea of 
this is joy and comforr, ſuch as none canexpreſſe, and ſuch 
as a carnall man cannot conceive. 

But becauſe no a&ion 1s d with nan of — 

, unlefle it proceed juſtifying faith, ( For 
oy wc faith it ir impoſſible to pleaſe —1r3ay". ven Heb, 
It, 6.)'and conſequently from an upright conſcience, 
which is aneceſſary attendant of faith ; (For faich purifieth 
the heart) hence it cometh to paſſe that a man cannot 


ſcience, ( for a man cannot know that ps Arcbonry 
pure unleſſe itbe ſo) therefore this is not eſſenciall to inte- 


ity, but topeace of conſcience. And ſol proceed tothe 
Feecnd kind of good conſcience , which 1s apeaceable 


A peaceable conſcience includeth all that I have ſaid of 
an upright conſcience, and ſuperaddeth ſomething more: 


For though every peaceable conſcience be an upright con- 
C _ ſcienoe, 
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ang wm Lun op prmlcneinn not alwayes able 
epi addeth is a power to 
Ee oponicſt, fad iſle der oprighe 
ged with the bloud of Chriſt. For asa man may be ali 
and not know thart he is alive, as a child in his mothers 
wombe, or a man in ſome diſtemper ; ſoit is poſſible thar 
a man may have faith and a conſcience, and yer ei- 
ther through his own weakneſle, or ſome other extraordi- 
nary diſtemper or temptation, not know for the preſent 


pn 3 vecnmem ey Oe Ep nenrony que: 
wadodapengect p that all his finnes 
= that Mont jalied wt at eons with God;then 


he hath not anely uprightneſſe but peace of conſcience. | 
| And ſo Ihave done with the ſecond.ching I was to treat 
of, the nature of good conſcience in generall & the kinds 
of it zI paſſe unts the third. And that i8s,what kind of 
conſcience $.* Paul meaneth when he, faith, Fe irs 
have 4 goo conſcience. 

— His words are not to be underſtood i a conſci» 

» Or at can wag uſtice. For icimpli- 

pars. contradiQion,that any ſanne of fallen Adam thould 
have ſuch a conſcience : for then he ſhould be fallenand 
net fallen;faln becauſe a ſon of fallen Adam,not fallen be- 
cauſe his conſcience were legally goad, For this is the ſen- 
tence of the law, Curſed 5: one that abidgth not in all 
" 1 that are writtey in the of the Law $0 do them. It 


therefore be ec conſcience. Evangeli- 
cally mod. orat the þ | 
_ Secondly, An Elec malt be underſtood, 
and not a _peacgable ane ; For though withoue doubt $* 


Paul had a peaceable avd theſe very wards do 
imply mach, becauſe be was yy bd pen good 
ground rhar his couſcience was thar goodneſlc 
which is the object of bis bg adapicat aagricy, 

not of tranquilliry;becauſe his truſt is built upon this 


pon this groied, 
es 18 all things tolive honeſtly : which 
neceſſarily i pom Faber but not nannies afocn- 


ſcience ; becauſe s man maya may cefare mga oof 
neftly, 


F 

a_ and yet ſometime for the preſent not have peace of 
conſcience. | 

Thus you ſee the meaning of the propoſition, S* Paul 
had an upright conſcience. E 

This'® might demonſtrate 4 priors, from the cauſes of 
integritie,ae 1. The Spirit of God,the chief authour there- 
of, whic-was not wanting to S* Paul. 2, The word of 
God, the externall inſtrument, whiclyS* Paul was nor igno- 
rant of. 3 ;Faithreſting upon the promiſes of that word,the 
internall inſtrament- thereof, wherewith he did abound. I 
might likewiſe prove it 4 poſteriori, and ſhew you that St 
Paufs whole life after his converſion, which laſted from the 
year 'of 6ar Saviours paſſion, till the fourrh yearbeforethe 
deftrugion of Jeruſalem (in all, about thirty ſeven years) 
. was nothing elſe but a continuall exerciſe of an upright 
conſcience, And here 1 might ſhew you whar he did for 
confcience ſake, how he travelled to preach the word of 
God in Arabia, in Galatia and phrygia, in Syria, afia and 
Italy, in France, Spain'and other*countries ; and that in 


the mean time whereas he might(as good reaſon he might) 


waiting on the altar have been partaker with thealtar,he 
notwithſtanding laboured working with his hands, that he 
might notbe burdenſome to any, 1, Cor. 4. He wronged 
no man,corrapred no'man,defrauded no man,2.Cor,7. Tis 
not his own'teſtimony of himſelf, bur the teſtimony of the 
ſpirit of cruth by him, and ofhim. _ 

I might here ſhew likewiſe what he ſuffered for con- 
ſcience ſake : of the Jews five times he received fourty 
tri nit yp eng oem bpm eu rods, once ſto- 

neg; was 'd at t, again 
ar Jeruſalem, bige pricner ie years at Celires, from 
thence ſent bound to Rome, where he was put to death 
by Nero, that ſa»guiſuge, that cruell and blood-thirſtie ty= 
rant. Bur that time which is remaining bids me make haſte. 
Firſt,then it followeth from this prepoſition, That every 


man is bound ro imegrity of conſcrence. For what Sr: 
Paul faich hereof bimſel , is notproperto him, but com- 


mon to all belieyers: And AL if S*,Paul,not as S* ___ 
3 ut 


16 


bar as a believer, have an conſcience, it falloweth 

ſeenunddm id generis, quod eit in ſpevie, That every true be- 

board gerone tary omment ee dug | 
to 


= 
x90 wm og that they think theres no ſuch 
rerum nature, in the wide world, as conſcience, 
theſtate of is but that true ho- 
lineſſe is but an ide« or an ex: retlonis, a Plato's common- 
wealth or a mere phanfie created in the heads of ſome fond 
and ſcrupulous men ; That think with the Thnetopſychitz 
. that the ſouls of men aremorrall, and periſh withtheir bo- 
dies ; or with the Sadduces and Simon that there is 
no reſurreAion; or with Pope Leo the the 
of the birth, death and reſurreion of Chriſt is but 
& nile fouls, an -wifes tale, fit for noting but by 
car , and keep people in awe, « or coDdea c 
to catch ſuch fiſh as Sc Peter fiſhed for, thathave their 
mouths full of filyer ; or that think with the Atheiſt that 
there is no God, or at leaſt with Epicurus, that there is no 
providence, that forſooth it cannot ſtand with the majeſty 
of God to regard what is done in this inferiour world (ſcs- 
licet is ſuperis lahor eft ) making God, as Tertullian com- 
Oren One Ts Gomanle, 
ut this web is not worth | down: I willnor 
therefore honour the herefie ( my miſtake, I cannot 
afford it ſo good a name, becauſe it is a.univerſall —_ 


but the Apoſtacy 7 Toth racer ror my argmencs ent 
coufure it ; I will rather curn 


into prayersto God for them, that i it be le, "7 | 
thought. of their hearts way be forgiven them : for they 

are in the galloF birrerneſle, and in. the bond of iniquitie. 
mighty God, cn of ll jcgemenohe would keep fom 

[ , ts 

vs foiriruall 3 blindneſſe of mind, bardgefie of 
heart, a repr obate ſenſe, &c. Ever praying as the Church 
Letany GreGerhun From all doSrine & here rom 
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27 
hardneſſe of heart and contempe of thy word and cam- 


mandments, good Lord deliver us. And, Grant we beſcech 


the, O Lord, that we may never make ſhipwrack of faith 
and good conſcience, the ark and ſhip wherein faith ispre- 


And ſoI proceed to a juſt cenſure of thoſe that negleR in- 
any 8 4g wen :andhereit is no lefſe then a wonder 
to d how conſcience -is —— on every fide, 
which yet is not ſo wonderfull as lamencable. 


The coyerous man ſells the integrity of his conſcience, 
for a lictle red and white earth, one of the baſeſt things in 


the world, if we except the party that adores it, and ma- 
kerh. it his God: which when he bath got, the Cheſt he 
putetth ir into may be (aid to poſſeſſe ic as truly as he. For 
it keepeth it ( clauſum poſſidet arca Jovem ) and hedoth 
no more : For he is afraid to uſe it. Puerit, & 
inventis m abfline, & timet mti. The ambitions man 
ſelleth. it for the thing called Henour which can neither 
be got nor enjoyed without labour and travail. Frufzs 
hones oneris. , bonoris. onus, And therefore the 
Hebrew VAI which (ignifieth- boxoxy cometh 4 redice 
"132 which ſignifies ponderoſum eſſe,to be heavy or burthen- 
ſome, To which we may apply that of S*. Auguſtine, 2: 
te amat, non te cognoſcit ; qui te contemnunt, ipſs te intells- 
gunt; The envious man, for alittle emazepugx/n,or a ſhort 
rejoycing atthe miſery of his brethren. The vain-glorious 
man, for the breath of the multirude, which he can enjoy 
no longer then he is every mans ſervant, Univer ſi ſinguli(s, 


ſervit ſervns glories. The adulterer, for a momentany dalli- 


= which perhaps leaveth_ rottenneſſe behind ic in his 
* ' . | 


The proud' perſon that doteth upen apparell, the thi 
that blincgs wil dewnfall and he dean ma 
of integrity of conſcience as a wear out of faſhion, to pur 
on a phantaſtick garment, which may force the beholders 
into wonder,not fo much at the ſtrangenefſe of the unwon- 


ted habit as the monſtrous folly of the that wears ir. 
Nazianzen affords theſe no better a name then filk-wormes 
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28 | 
or burterflies;and doubilefſe ſuch tificulouscreatures they 
artin the eyes of God, and bis Saints and angels, who va- 
luenetthe adorning ef the onrwerd men, but the comely 
ornament of an upright and undefiled conſcience. 

The beaſtly intemperate drunkard and glatton ( par- . 
don the Ff the expreſſion )chops"away the in- 
regrity of his confcience for a inne which turtie? into 
ſwine, with foch deviliſh charms,” thit they would' not 
leave their bruitiſhnatute fortheir former reaſon ; or if you 
will, for a pleaſure ſcarce two fingers long, que nou dkrat 
niſi quantum durgt tranſitus ile per gulam, whieh continues 
bat whillt che mear paſſeth from mburh to ſtomach zand 
that too is but an anteambuls- to/uſher in a thouſan# pains 
and diſtempers, Such pleaſares as theſe are but' Nowvrnr 
Tp ave won, deceiifwil miftreſſer, orrarher 1/0: floral; 
mprmws yubra, bitter-ſweet delight, or, pleaſures mixt with 
pain: Ot which SF, Cyprian excellently, Yo/aptatetw viciſſe 
ey ae ns maxima, The" greateſt pleoſnre, is toovereome 

The ſacrilegious Charch-robber paty' out the inceyrity 
of his conſcience; by putting forth bis unhatſowed hand to 
purloyn ' that which. is ſacred, and to ear the'forbidden 
fruit, upon which God hath et a »o/s me tawgere., This ſtole 
a good conſcience fram Adai, and caſt him out of paray 
diſe, whilſt he robbed God of bis forbidden froit ; and. I 


fear ithath deprived many a ſonne of, Adam, nat anely of 
the imegrity of ha conſcience, but of his ns Thy 
rance 


Te adde but one inftance more, and that is thoſe reltleſle 
ſpirits, whoſe cheif ſtudy it is, without call from God, by 
wicked contrivement and finfull practices to enervate and 
weakenthat wholeſome eſtabliſhed government, which 
through the provident care of vertuous kings and reli 
liaments a time flouriſhed and (til) 
iſh (thanks be to and a good King ) both in 
Church and ſtate. Theſe ſell integrity of conſcience for 
ſwarms of diſcontented ts, whereby they do buy 
turn themſelyes into hives of unnumbred cares, ſorrows 

ang 


19 | 
and paſſions, make themſelves in an eſpeciall- manner the 
outlawryes of heaven,and ſometimes procure their own jaſt 
and deſerved puniſhment. | 

Thus I have runthrough ſome (innes no leſſe dangerous 
then common : it would not be hard, were it not too tedi- 
ous,todo the like in all profeſſions ; bur I'le onely inſtance 
in one, witheut private { to place or perſon, and that 
is the unconſcionable tradeſman : And for the reſt,becauſe 
rime willnot permit, [ leave their own conſciences to make 
the application, 

A man weuld bleſſe himſelf to think what a world of 
myſteries are found out in every trade, what tricking and 
counterfeſance todeludethe ſenſe, what intricate devices 
of ſophiſtry & diflimulacion,what lying,equivocating,per- 
haps wearing and torſwearing, and all this for the getting 
ofalittle mony, which when it is lawfally got is but waww= 
vs Tis «Dias, Lnke 16. g. that is, not Mamon about 
which the ſonnes of men uſe to be unrighteous, as ſome un- 
derſtand the words ; bat Mamons fallax, fo Beza, that is, 


deceivable and uncertainriches, when compaſſed by law- ' 


full means,and no fit objeRts for us totrult upon, being ſuch 
"things as are but got out of the bowels of the carth, and 
which they that have them are forced many times ( like 
Euclio in Plautus ) to bidethere again. And yet notwith- 
ſtanding how ordinary is it with men, for the getting of 
this traſh, to tranſgreſſe both againſt religion and reaſon,as 
if they boped that aftes this lite there were nothing tobe 
boped for ; andto violatethe laws of juſtice in their unc- 
quall weights and meaſures, in their abuſing ignorant and 
unskilfull chapmen, whereas commutative juſtice abſerves 


portionem arithmetican , an arithmeticall 
Vick is immurably one and the ame inreſpeld of all per- 
ſans of what quality ſoever. Such as theſe ſell integrity of 
conſcience for gain, and yet gain nothing by 


ain 
but the loſle of their ſouls, whilſt with the golden hook 


they ſwallow down the worm of conſcience, and barter 
away their own eternall happineſſe for very trifles, which, 
ift hey did bur like the good merchant buy that pearl our 

Saviour 


© oO 
"Ge a Og rey rs ex > 
_— 4 4 -» I = * 


20 E.? 


Saviour ſpeaks of, Matth, 1 3. hould ms farre as were con- 

ban. Bt ian ok protefono reign prof 
any ec | 

ſtirrup to get up by,and bait craft withhumility,roogh- caft- 


ing his countenance as if by an 
hadi all honeſty and in 
may the more cafily deceive; his caſe is farre worſe then 
the former. 1s religion grown now to beanart of decei- 
ving ? or doth hedeſerve the name of Chriſtian, whoſe 
chief (tudy rrp; a oh, wawby ris nec 
ramen poſris dep ,as Eraſmus .Nay I muſt tell 
him heis ſtark nought as well wi fan doubleth 
bis fault by ſeeming good. And if any notwithſtanding this 
perſwaſion ſhall (bill perſiſt, either in this or in any other 
finfull way, lerthem go on to pleaſe themſelves, and diſ- 
leaſe their God in their over greedy purſuit of unprofita- 
le vanitie. Let me onely have an upright conſcience for 

. my portion, ir YI whua owrbnapor, vo Bibarbreply birt, as 
ior tes of virtue ; and let me never want it till I envy 
and for our ſelves, if we delight not to weave the web 
baving go, okcep nregriofemene leader 

ving got, to integritic of conſcience . 

two motives to 'moye you thereunto ; A good conſcience 
will be your beſt friend, and a bad conſcience will be your 


ey A bal contin 
r. A bad conſcience will be your worſt enemy. Itde- 
prives us for the preſent of union with God,of communion 
withChriſt, of intereſt in his promiſes,of jon of his 
angels, and of title to heaven ; and-when ſhall awake 
it and arm it againſt us, it will ſting us with ſuch rormencs, 
as I pray God we may rather know by relation then expe- 
| A Ts call i ike—rrrr 
| and I may call it a 4 
wr pey es 0 aegis: gs 
a ſelf-accuſing conſcience are t part 0 
| or cated where 
-darkayau purtcth on ker blackeſt garment, | 
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_- 2. A good conſcience will be our beſt friend, Ir willbe 
; one moſt plain-dealing friend,our faſteſt friend,and our po- 

'renreſ? friend... | 
- ' 1, Our moſt plain-dealing friend. Some are flattering 
friends and willnot ſpeak and inform men of their miſcar- 
riages,but rather make them believe that all their vicesare 
virtues, and all their dusky aRions chryſtalline, Nimss ſcits 
{ycaphante, touſe Plautus his pbraſe, men that live alroge- 
- ther out of themſelves tndying other mens humours, Like 
Gnathoin Terence, Quicquid dicunt lands, id rurſum i ne- 
£ant lando id : neg at quis { nego; 411? aio,Others again 
are fearfull Fw ad not ſpeak leſt they incurre diſ- 
pleaſure, and indeed all men naturally are ditpleaſed with 
thoſe that inform them of their miſdoings, eſpecially thoſe 
that are great, and unwanted to be croſt in their deſires. 
Theſe many times reward good counſel with ill curns, and 
account reall injuries the juſt recompence of wholſome 
reproof:witneſſe John the Bapriſt, who loſt bis head for tel- 
ling Herod it was not lawfull for him to keep his brothers 
wife. Witneſſe Caliſthenes, who loſt his life, not for betray- 
ing Alexander to athers, but becauſe he would not betray 
- Alexander to himſelf, and account him worthy of divine 
worſhip, as all his dereſtabie flatterers did. Wirneſſe S* paul 
in my text, who, ifS* Chryſoſtoms teſtimony be trucin his 
firſt hook adver/%s vituperatores vita monaſtice,was (lain by 
Nero for diſwading an harlot of his from proſticuting ber 
ſelf ro his ungodly. deſires. The obſervation of which pra- 
.Rices of great-ones cauſed a witty { to fall from a 
famous man of our times, that wh ſhould follow 
truth” too _ near the heels it mi ily ſtrike out his 
teeth. And in this regard the molt are affraid to admoniſh, 


Code 
PITS ; 


eſpecially ones when do amiſlſe,and all generally 
are (hie and loch to ſpeak But now a good conſci- 
ence neither defireth to flatrer us, nor feareth to tell us the 
truth; be we what we will or can be however it be taken. 

2+ It isour faſteſt friend. Therelation betwixt man and 
wife is a near relation ; but the relation betwixt a man 
and his conſcience is nearer.  — liech with us, 
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fits with us,rides wich us;a man may as ſoonefly from him-. 
ſelf as from his conſcience. Jonathan never adhered ſoto 
David, though the text ſaith, be loved him, 4r bir own ſoul. 
Niſuvnevet ſo cloſtto Euryalus, though he defired by 
his own death to ranſoime the others life, Me,me,cdſwm qui 
fecs,in me convertite ferram,&c, Nor This be to her beloved 
Pyramus, though ſhe endevoured to accotipany him after 
death, 2;:iqur,s me mote revelli Hew ſola peterasr: poterienec 
morte revelli, I (ay none of theſe did fo ro other, as 
good conſcience will rows; when riches, when friends when 
parents, when life and breath forſake us; geod conſcience 
cin, yea cannot chooſe but cleave unto us ? 

Thirdly, It is our potetiteſt ftiend. Good conſcience is 
the datling of the Almighty, which if we do but continue 
faithfull in her ſervice will crown us with of conſci- 
ence here, and hereafter with erernall For 


though theſe _ happily be ſevered for ſome time;as 
,yer 


I have already ſh the fruit of conſtancy in righte- 
ouſneffe is peace even in this life. And thereforeS*, Augu- 
ſtine calls them d=« ſorores ; & he that is conſtant in bis love 
_ to the one, (hall be ſare to be beloved of the other, For in- 
eprity and peace, like Martha aid Mary, dwell under dnc 
roo, © O ſweet and blefſed tianie of pete, the beaury of 
heaven, the defire of earth, the Joy of angels, thar 'every 
good, and every thiftg, tHat'xll chat man tein 1 Who 
bur'a'wan poſſeſt with fretrie Would hot labour for cher ? 
whe but a &adll 'tybaitir wg Hall lis '6wn (ſoul cati'be con- 
refit with any oMfteward but Tee? s [elix tonſtientiejnoun- 
ditas ( crievout Hay | nah extaſy Jpeyals/17 de- 
[itiaram,pulatino Dri;th, Obvii;babitachlum Spiritiis 
ſan; : Tr iti terra ad but er, &- "in" rats Gabitas." O X 


thrice happy pede '6f Pau aft yer Oh 'earch, 
and yerthon dwendy thou 

ſuffered with thee?BleNeds thit foul whith ththe, 
_ &r rath&t Which thon/poRefſet. Forithath 


earth thou! dr, into heiwen; whit 
| Tor- 
tow height bf joy;proſperityin adverſity /liberty thn 0opti- 


S1itits dorie For thee 7 What HEVe wot the'ertwned 
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23 
vity, and life in death, *ris an inſtrument that 's ſweetly 
runed, 'tis an angell clad inflefh, 'cis a mint of golden 
thoughts, 'tis a world of joy andconcord, where there is 
nothing but halcyon and ſummer dayes of peace. Ha 
is the man that is in ſuch a caſe, yea bleſſed is he that hat 
peace of conſcience for his portion 

And now me thinkes it is labour in vain for Coſmogra- 
phers to ſpend themſelves in finding out the place where 
paradiſe was ſeated. It was not the whole earth, as ſome 
conceive ; nor a place mounted higher then the middle 
region of theair, as others ; nor betwixt the tropicks in the 
torrid zone under the equinoRtiall ; nor inthe countrey 
of Eden, orin the parting 'ofthe twor Aſyr q and 
Babylonia : It is not in your pleaſant gardens, thongh they 
ane ma may excell thoſe of alcinous mentioned by Homer, 
ide of theic ſpring they are belpangies with 
all aictoſe he ion flowers ; nor in your orchards of 
bra yaek =} ro ov :Eiphan fietds, adorned with variety 
of beaurifu & thoſe ſhaded 'yarh the 
ry pleaſant and fruitfoll tree:It isnot i hr Cheer 
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| h they Þ be fild with garments of 
d--o and of bro work, of fine linen corall and pearl: 
It isnot upon your conthesof ,not in venereous im- 
"braces upon beds of Joy ery echt my 
'and of carved work, myrrhe, aloes, and1y- 
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of creatnresthat earch, and 


oberg yon ep if you will needs know where 
rofirid our this place of blifſe, believe me (for you may ) 
it ever was, ya is, and there onely is, where there's tran- 


quillit ce of conſcience. 
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far all ea = Cherelied lived and yer in her ſervice tHow 
doth joy now triumph in the eyes, and comfort lodge in 
the hearts of all thoſe,thar y were here upon carth 
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